Title: Max’s First Word
Author: Rosemary Wells

Summary: Max focuses on the word “bang” while his sis-
ter Ruby tries to introduce new words to her brother. Fi-
nally, Ruby is successful as Max learns more words.

Before Reading...

e Let your child handle the book. Let him/her turn the pages and explore the book. Point out the
front, back, sides, spine, etc.

e Talk about the front of the book. Who is this book about? Does your child have other books about
Max?

During Reading...

e Point out the pictures on each page and talk with your child about what you see. What are Max and
Ruby doing?

After Reading...

e Re-read the book and substitute your child’s name for Max’s name on each page. You can also
read it with other children’s names substituting for Max’s name, giving your child the opportunity
to hear familiar names as part of the story.

Students at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga created these activities specifically for United Way’s Project
Ready for School initiative in Chattanooga, Tennessee. Used with permission by United Way of Greater Duluth.
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