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DULUTH, MN, May 28, 2008 — United Way of Greater Duluth today announced that Rocklon B. 

“Rocky” Chapin, Executive Vice President SMDC Hospital Division, and Steve Decatur, President of 

Western Bank, will serve as Community Campaign Co-Chairs for the 2008 fall fundraising campaign. 

 

Chapin has a long history of supporting United Way, having been involved since 1975 both in Duluth 

and other communities.  He served as the United Way Chair for Abbott Northwestern Hospital in 

Minneapolis and Health Enterprises of Iowa.  He has been a member of the United Way of Greater 

Duluth Board for two years and also served as campaign co-chair for last year’s successful campaign.  

 

Decatur has been active with United Way in various capacities for the past 15 years.  Having served 

as the 1999 Campaign Chair in St. Cloud, his efforts helped to set a new record for fundraising totals 

at that time.  Last year, Decatur led the Major Firms division of United Way of Greater Duluth’s 

campaign to a record finish. He is actively involved in serving on community and civic boards including 

the United Way Board.   

 

Their longstanding commitments to United Way and their enthusiastic leadership position them to 

effectively drive this year’s fundraising efforts.  As campaign chairs, they will lead United Way’s 

volunteer fundraising cabinet, working closely with United Way Board, staff and volunteers to nurture 

current and potential donors. The annual fundraising campaign, which supports over 50 local health 

and human service programs, will officially begin September 11, 2008 with the Chili Cook-Off 

Campaign Kick-off event. 

 

“Our new co-chairs are exceptional community leaders who bring a wealth of experience and talent to 

our organization,” said United Way of Greater Duluth President Paula Reed. “We are fortunate to have 

them leading our campaign. We are confident that they will help raise awareness of our community’s 

most pressing needs, while garnering strong support for United Way’s efforts.” 
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